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PART 8 DISPLAY DOCUMENT 
EXPLANATORY BOOKLET 

 
Proposed development by a Local Authority 

Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010 
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2011 

 

 
July 2022 

 
1.0 Introduction 
 
This document has been prepared in compliance with Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning & 
Development) Regulations, 2001 -2011. 
 
The background and reasons for the scheme with regard to proper planning and sustainable 
development is set out below and the principal features of the project together with the methodology 
for delivering the project is set out in Section 2.0. 
 
Laois County Council aim to provide sustainable travel patterns within Portlaoise town to achieve 
objectives set out in various publications relating to the future vision for Portlaoise.  

 The Laois County Development Plan 2017 – 2023 provides a vision statement for Portlaoise as 
follows; 
 
“To fulfil the role a Principal Town, by providing for low carbon, sustainable and consolidated 
growth in a coherent spatial manner, protecting and maximising opportunities presented by 
the unique natural and built environment for green and public modes of transport, recreation 
and employment opportunities, while delivering an exemplar quality of life for residents.” 

 
 The Portlaoise Local Area Plan 2018 – 2024 highlights an identified need for upgrades and new 

vehicular, pedestrian and cycle connections to improve the accessibility to existing residential 
estates, the town centre and educational facilities…..In order to achieve more sustainable 
travel patterns, a significant focus on reducing car dependency and increasing the permeability 
of the town is required. The Plan goes on to provide the following specific policy TM P1 – To 
improve and provide pedestrian linkages, cycle networks and permeability including blueways 
and greenways throughout the town. 

 
 
In line with the proposals outlined above and the objectives outlined in the low carbon town initiative 
Laois County Council intends to construct, pedestrian and cycle route facilities from the existing cycle 
infrastructure beginning at Clonminam Industrial entrance to the roundabout on the N77 Abbeyleix 
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road. This proposal aims to provide continuity to the cycle infrastructure from the Mountrath road to 
the school campus on the Southern Circular road. 

The principal aim of the proposed development is to support and promote more sustainable forms of 
transport and to enhance permeability and accessibility from the orbital developments into and 
around Portlaoise Town Centre. The proposed development is specifically targeted to support and 
promote a safe cycling and walking culture in the urban environment whilst bringing additional 
amenity value to the town. 

 
 

2.0 Principal Features of the Project  
 
It should be noted that the points set out below should be read in conjunction with drawings set out 
in Section 3.0 and contained in Appendix 1 to this Explanatory Booklet. The main features of the 
proposed improvement works are as follows: 
 
• The typical cross section allows for a 1.8m wide footpath and 1.5m wide cycle track with a grass 
margin buffer zone on each side of the carriageway that varies in width depending on the 
surrounding boundary constraints.  
 
• The Cycle track will be constructed of 40mm depth AC20 (asphalt concrete) Dense bitumen 
macadam with a final 20mm deep wearing course of 10mm AC closed surface macadam. The 
footpaths will be constructed of reinforced concrete. Section A-A through (refer to drawing 21103-
01-0006 in section 3.0) illustrates the proposed construction build-up of the track.  
 
 

• Line marking and appropriate signage will be installed to delineate walking and cyclist areas. 
 

• Installation of service ducting and appropriate public lighting where required. 
 

• Alterations to existing surface water drainage systems as and when required. 
 

• Installation of new kerbing and tactile paving. 
 
 

• Narrowing road widths and removing right turn lanes where required to reduce traffic speed 
and to facilitate greater space for pedestrian and cycle paths. 

• Landscaping of the surrounding environs to help increase biodiversity through the 
introduction of pollinator friendly zones. 
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3.0 Drawings 
The full extent of the proposed works are detailed on the following drawings: 
 

Drawing No: Title: 

21103-01-0001 General Layout Sheet 1 
21103-01-0002 General Layout Sheet 2 
21103-01-0003 General Layout Sheet 3 
21103-01-0004 General Layout Sheet 4 
21103-01-0005 General Layout Sheet 5 
21103-01-0006 Typical Cross Section 

 
 
 
4.0 Design Criteria 
 
The relevant design standards for the construction techniques of the footway are in accordance with 
the National Cycle Manual and the Design Manual for Urban Roads.(DMURS).  
 
5.0 Habitats Directive and Article 6 Assessment 
 
The European Habitats Directive (Council of the European Communities 1992) was transposed into 
Irish legislation by the European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997 and amended in 
1998 and 2005. Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive requires that an Appropriate 
Assessment is carried out for Natura 2000 sites where projects or proposals are likely to have an 
effect. 
 
“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site is to be 
subject to an appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation 
objectives if it cannot be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that it will have a significant 
effect on that site, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects”. 
 
The proposed works are located within the Barrow catchment, with the nearest designated European 
site being the Ballyprior Grassland SAC (Site Code:002256), located approximately 15 km to the East 
of the proposed development. Due to the proximity of the proposed development to the Clonreher 
Bog NHA and any other listed possible European Site, the proposed project could have the potential 
to have implications for the site in view of its conservation objectives and therefore fall under the 
remit of Article 6. In accordance with the above Directive an Appropriate Assessment (Screening) 
Report was carried out by LCC planning department. 
 
Details of the Appropriate Assessment (Screening) Report and the consenting Authority’s 
determination Assessment (EIA report) of the above-mentioned reports are contained in Appendix 
2. 
 
 The publication of these documents as part of this Part 8 Proposal is in accordance with Article 250 
of 
S.I. 476 of 2011 (Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2013). 
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6.0 Funding 
The scheme will be funded through funding contributions allocated by the National Transport 
authority and from Laois County Council’s capital account. 

7.0 Impact on Landowners, Residents and Roadusers 

The location of the proposed development is on lands where there are established public rights 
of access. 
Temporary traffic management plans will be implemented to allow for the tie-in of the proposed 
route into the existing footway network.  

8.0 Public Display Period 

From the 26th July 2022 to 07th September 2022 inclusive, plans and particulars of the proposed 
development are available for viewing and inspection as follows;  

 on Laois County Council’s online consultation portal at https://consult.laois.ie.
 by appointment only at the offices of Laois County Council, Áras an Chontae, JFL Avenue,

Portlaoise from 26th July 2022 to 07th September 2022 inclusive.  Appointments must be
arranged in advance by emailing dcoss@laoiscoco.ie or by contacting 057 8664000.

. 
9.0 Submissions 

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper 
planning and the sustainable development of the area in which the development is to be 
situated, may be made online at https://consult.laois.ie before 5.00 p.m. on 21st  September 2022. 

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper 
planning and the sustainable development of the area in which the development is to be 
situated, may also be made in writing to: Simon Walton, Director of Services, Laois County Council, 
Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co. Laois to be received not later than 5.00 p.m. on 21st  September 
2022.  Submissions should be clearly marked: Father Browne Avenue road Cycle infrastructure 
Upgrade works. 
Note 1: Only submissions made in the above manner will be considered as valid submissions for the 
purposes of the Chief Executive’s Report that will be presented to Council. 

Note 2: The Council is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act. If you 
consider that any of the information supplied by you is either commercially sensitive or confidential 
in nature, this should be highlighted and the reasons for its sensitivity specified. In such cases, the 
relevant material will, in response to FOI requests, be examined in light of exemptions provided for 
in the FOI Act. 
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-----------------------------, 
Paul McLoughlin, 
Senior Engineer, 
Capital Projects Office. 

Approved: 
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APPENDIX 1 

Drawings 
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APPENDIX 2 

Habitats Directive 

Appropriate Assessment (Screening Report) 
Consenting Authority Screening Assessment 
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Appropriate Assessment (Screening Report) 
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A. Screening Report for Appropriate Assessment for Part 8 Infrastructure Project at
Clonminam, Portlaoise, County Laois. 

Proposed Development 

Construct off road style pedestrian and cycle route from the entrance to Clonminam Industrial 
estate to the roundabout on the N77 Abbeyleix Road to provide continuity in the cycle network 
from the Mountrath Road to the school campuses on the Southern Circular Road, Portlaoise, 
County Laois. 

The principal aim of the proposed development is to support and promote more sustainable 
forms of transport and to enhance permeability and accessibility in and around Portlaoise Town 
Centre.  

Site Location 

The subject site is located in a zoned, serviced, urban area at Knockmay, c.1 kms south of 
Portlaoise town centre. 

Site Size 

Not applicable. 

Floor area of proposed development 

Not applicable. 
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Identification of nearby Natura 2000 site(s) 

There are no Natura 2000 sites at or in close proximity to the development site. 

The nearest such site is the River Barrow and River Nore SAC [site code 2162] which is c. 6,500 
metres due north-west. 

The characteristics of existing, proposed or other approved projects which may cause 
interactive/cumulative impacts with the project being assessed and which may affect the 
Natura 2000 site 

None. 

Is the application accompanied by a NIS? 

No. 

B. IDENTIIFCATION OF THE RELEVANT NATURA 2000 SITE(S)

The reasons for the designation of the Natura 2000 site 

A site synopsis is attached to this report (sourced on www.npws.ie). 
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The conservation objectives/qualifying interests of the site and the factors that contributes to 
the conservation value of the site 

 

A site synopsis is attached to this report (sourced on www.npws.ie). 

 

C. NPWS ADVICE 

 

Summary of advice received from NPWS in written form 

 

None received. 

 

D. ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS 

 

(Purpose of this is to identify if the effect(s) identified could be significant – if uncertain assume 
the effect(s) are significant). 

 

If answer yes to any of the questions, below then the effect is significant.  

 

Would there be any impact on an Annex 1 habitat? (Annex 1 habitats are listed in Appendix 1 of 
AA Guidance) 

 

No. The development is not located within or close to a Natura 2000 site. 

 

Would there be a reduction in habitat area on a Natura 2000 site? 
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No. The development is not located within or close to a Natura 2000 site. 

 

Would there be direct/indirect damage to the physical quality of the environment (e.g. water 
quality and supply, soil compaction) in the Natura 2000 site? 

 

No. There is a very low level of potential for connectivity of the development site with sites 
designated for environmental protection. 

 

Would there be serious/ongoing disturbance to species/habitats for which the Natura 2000 site 
is selected (e.g. because of increased noise, illumination and human activity)? 

 

No. There is a very low level of potential for connectivity of the development site with sites 
designated for environmental protection. 

 

Would there be direct/indirect damage to the size, characteristics or reproductive ability of 
populations on the Natura 2000 site? 

 

No. The development is not located within or close to a Natura 2000 site and there is a very low 
level of potential for connectivity of the development site with sites designated for 
environmental protection. 

 

Would the project interfere with mitigation measures put in place for other plans/projects. (Look 
at in-combination effects with completed, approved but not completed, and proposed 
plans/projects. Look at projects/plans within and adjacent to Natura 2000 sites and identify 
them).  
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No. 

 

E. SCREENING CONCLUSION 

 

Taking account of the following: 

 

[i] the lengthy distance between the development site and the nearest Natura 2000 sites, 

 

[ii] the nature and extent of the proposed development and of the site curtilage including the 
very low level of potential for connectivity of the development site with water bodies or with 
sites designated for environmental protection, 

 

[iii] the characteristics of the conservation objectives involved and 

 

[iv] best scientific knowledge. 

 

it can be concluded with reasonable certainty that the development in itself, or in combination 
with other plans or projects would not be likely to have a significant effect on the Natura 2000 
sites network and therefore an appropriate assessment is not required. 

___________________________ 

Donal Kiely, a/SP, 18th July 2022 
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Consenting Authority EIA screening Determination 
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B. Screening Report for Environmental Impact Assessment for Part 8 Infrastructure Project at 
Clonminam, Portlaoise, County Laois. 

 

The proposed development is of a class referenced in Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 as amended.  

 

10. Infrastructure Projects 

[b] [iv] Urban development which would involve an area greater than 2 hectares in the case of a 
business district, 10 hectares in the of other parts of a built-up area and 20 hectares elsewhere. 

 

[In this paragraph, business district means a district within a city or town in which the 
predominant land use is retail or commercial use]. 

 

In my opinion, the above criterion does not apply in this case because of the limited size and 
extent of the project. 

 

Neither in my opinion do the criteria in Schedule 7 of the Regulations apply. These are criteria 
for determining whether sub-threshold development listed in Part 2 should be subject to an 
Environmental Impact Assessment. 

 

SCREENING CONCLUSION 

 

An Environmental Impact Assessment Report is not required in respect of the proposed 
development. 

__________________________ 

Donal Kiely, a/SP, 18th July 2022 
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Notice adjacent to LOETB – Centre of Excellence 

 

 

 



Notice at Laois Hire Entrance 

dcoss
Highlight



Notice Opposite Telfords Entrance 

 

 



Notice at Irish Rail Swing gate crossing 
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Newspaper Notice 
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