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Introduction Site Location + Layout

Core Date
Site Folio: Not Registered
Date of Inspection: 28-06-2023: 
Site Area: 70sqm
Address: Church Ave, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
Site Mapping Number/Coordinates: X:647168, Y:698494
Local Authority & Development Plan: N/A
Report Prepared by: Jim Ward, Executive Architect , Laois County Council
Date Prepared: October 2023

This document has been prepared as part of a design study to assess the potential conversion 
of the former Ha’penny School, Church Ave, Portlaoise, Co Laois  

The proposed development will include the following:
1. Refurbishment works to the existing former Ha’Penny School building 
(a Protected Structure, RPS number 900) to provide a tourism space/hub (c.64sqm).
2. The forming a new shopfront opening facing chapel street (c.4m x 2.5m).
3. Installation of new solar panels on the southwest facing roof face
4.	 Light	internal	work	(reconfiguration	of	toilet	space.
5. Associated refurbishment works.

The Presentation Convent, the Ha’Penny Babies School and the Sacred Heart National
School form part of an impressive complex of school and convent buildings in the centre of
Portlaoise.

The Ha’Penny Babies School is a protected structure on the Record of Protected Structures.
This	nineteenth-century	school	building	contributes	to	the	character,	scale	and	definition	of
Church Avenue, and to the social history of Portlaoise.



Land Folio
The site measues approx 70sqm

1. Site Not Registered 

Sofia	Housing	Body	have	agreed	to	Laois	County	Council	making	a	Part	VIII	Appliaction.	

Site Analysis



Site History

1800’s Coloured Map & midd 1800’s progression Map

Early 1800’s no Evidence of School Building Early 1800’s no Evidence of School Building 

Current Map

Archaeology Records

Planning History

Sacred Heart Primary School - Reg. No. 12505168

Conservation Principals

All works to the protected structure to be carried out in accordance with best conservation
practice,	as	defined	by	the	International	Council	on	Monuments	and	Sites	(ICOMOS)	in	the	Ven-
ice Charter of 1964, and in subsequent charters. This requires adherence to the
following basic principles:

• Conservation work to be based on an understanding of the building and its historical
development.	The	primary	aim	should	be	to	retain	and	recover	the	significance	of	the
building.
• Any alterations should be carried out in accordance with the principle of ‘minimal
intervention’.
• Repairs to original fabric should always be favoured over replacement. Where
replacement of an original element is unavoidable, this should be historically
accurate in form and materials.
• Where lost elements must be reconstructed, these should aim for historic
authenticity and avoid conjecture in as far as possible.
•	Modern	interventions	should	be	reversible	and	visually	identifiable.	New	work
should be recorded.
• Works should be carried out by suitably skilled craftspeople with proven expertise in
their trade working with historic buildings.

The proposed works to be carried out include 
1. Refurbishment works to the existing former Ha’Penny School building 
(a Protected Structure, RPS number 900) to provide a tourism space/hub (c.64sqm).
2. The forming a new shopfront opening facing chapel street (c.4m x 2.5m).
3. Installation of new solar panels on the southwest facing roof face
4.	 Light	internal	work	(reconfiguration	of	toilet	space.
5. Associated refurbishment works.

It is recomended that all the proposed works are in line with the conservation principals. 
There are no excavation works proposed or heavy demolition of structures proposed. 

SOPHIA Housing Association 
Planning Permission was granted in 2020 to build 51 homes with on site supports in Portlaoise. 
The project is being built on lands and builings formerly owned by the Presentation Sisters and 
the local Parish.  This project has been made possible through the leadership, vision and sup-
port of Laois County Council and the Presentation Sisters.

Circa 400M
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Phone: (+353) 045 484040
Fax: (+353) 045 484004
Email: info@murphysurveys.ie

Kildare    Cork    Belfast    Glasgow    London

Topographic surveys, Measured Building Surveys,
 Setting-Out, As-Built Surveys, Hydrographic Surveys, Legal Mapping,

Pipeline Surveys, Services Location, Ground Penetrating Radar,
Laser Scanning, Rectified Photography

c   Copyright 2018 MURPHY SURVEYS LTD

Head Office
Global House
Kilcullen Business Campus
Kilcullen Co. Kildare
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Site Location

No. Date Description

Revisions

Surveyed by :
Drawn by      :

Date:
Date:

Checked by  : Date:

Murphy Surveys Ltd. Datum         :
Grid System:

 Malin Head

Irish National Grid ITM

Client :

Scale :Date :

Project :

Description :

Drawing
Number :

www.murphysurveys.ie

The user or recipient of this survey data understands and acknowledges this data
may be inaccurate or contain errors or omissions and the user or recipient
assumes full responsibility for any risks or damages resulting from, arising from,
or in connection with any use of or reliance upon data displayed herein. 
Although significant care has been exercised to produce surveys that satisfy
survey accuracy standards, these surveys are only as accurate as the source
data from which they were compiled.  Although all reasonable steps have been
taken to locate all features visible at the time of the survey, there is no guarantee
that all will be shown on the drawing, as some above ground features may have
obstructed the survey. Wherever possible, areas unable to be surveyed will be
labelled as “UTS”.
 The Company shall not be liable for any inaccuracy of the data provided beyond
the specified scale or accuracy, or for any matters resulting from their use for
purposes other than that stated in the Contract. No liability shall attach to the
Surveyor in respect of any consequential loss or damages suffered by the Client.
The Client must promptly notify the Company of any errors in mapping of which it
becomes aware. If misleading, inaccurate or otherwise inappropriate information
is brought to the Company's attention or the Company itself identifies any such
imprecision or error in a survey, it shall use its reasonable endeavours to fix or
remove it and if necessary in certain instances, the Company being on notice of
any such misleading, inaccurate or otherwise inappropriate information, it will
re-conduct the survey and reproduce the data to within the specified scale or
accuracy.

Murphy Surveys Ltd. Disclaimer
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PrecedentsProposal

Floor Area 62 m2

New Internal Roof Example

New Window/Display Area
/Covered Interaction Zone

New Wall Pannelling

New Floor Covering 

Staff	Area

New Universal Access Toilet

Display Units

Strategy: To Creat a Reception
Zone to Entrance



Conclusion

The proposed works to be carried out include 

1. Refurbishment works to the existing former Ha’Penny School building 
(a Protected Structure, RPS number 900) to provide a tourism space/hub (c.64sqm).
2. The forming a new shopfront opening facing chapel street (c.4m x 2.5m).
3. Installation of new solar panels on the southwest facing roof face
4.	 Light	internal	work	(reconfiguration	of	toilet	space.
5. Associated refurbishment works.

It is recomended that all the proposed works are in line with the conservation principals. 

I believe that the indicative proposal of the type of works that might be undertaken as described 
by LCC would represent an appropriate adaptation and reuse of the Protected Structure and its 
attendant curtilage.

Prepared by:  Jim Ward

Jim Ward Bsc. Arch. (Hon.), PDip. Arch., Dip. Arch. Tech., MRIAI 
Executive Architect, 
Loais County Council.
Áras an Chontae,
JFL Ave,
Portlaoise, 
Co Laois


