Senior Planner,
Planning Section,
Laois County Council,
Aras an Chontae,

JFL Avenue,
Portlaoise,

Co. Laois

23" March 2021

Re: ‘Draft Laois County Development Plan 2021-2027’

A Chara,

Please find hereunder the comments of Offaly County Council in respect of the draft Laois County
Development Plan 2021-2027. Offaly County Council welcomes the opportunity to comment on the
process and looks forward to continued co-operation with and between both Authorities; with
particular reference to social, cultural and economic development and the protection of the
environment.

Itis noted that Portarlington is designated as a ‘Self-Sustaining Growth Town’ in the draft Laois County
Development Plan 2021-2027. However, within the draft Offaly County Development Plan 2021-2027,
it should be noted that the proposed settlement typology description for Portarlington is as a ‘Self
Sustaining Town’. This type of settlement is described in the Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy
for the Eastern & Midlands Region as settlements that have experienced rapid population growth with
high levels of commuter focused residential expansion without equivalent increases in jobs and
services. Such settlements require consolidation and targeted ‘catch up’ investment in services,
infrastructure, suitable transport options, amenities and local employment to become more self-
sustaining. Portarlington has experienced a rapid population increase in the 10 years between the
2006 and 2016 census of 25%, which is in stark contrast to the average EMRA rate of 15%. With a
‘Resident Workers: Job Ratio” of 0.435 (well below the recommended strong economic function of
>0.7 as per Appendix A of the RSES), the town needs more of a focus on ‘catch up’ investment to meet
the needs of existing residents, rather than compounding the commuter driven population further.

Section 3.2 of the RSES addresses ‘The Core Region’. It states the following:

‘Some areas in the Core Region have emerged mainly as commuting towns, experiencing high rates of
population growth but with a weak level of services and functions for their resident populations. These
towns will require ‘catch up’ investment in local employment and services in order to become more
self-sustaining and to improve sustainable mobility, particularly in those places where there are high
levels of car dependency.’



The ‘growth enables for the Core region include:

To promote continued growth at more sustainable rates, while providing for increased employment
and improved local economies, services and functions to allow towns become more self-sustaining
and to create the quality of life to attract investment.

‘Catch up’ investment to promote consolidation and improvement in the sustainability of those areas
that have experienced significant population growth but have a weak level of services and
employment for their residents’.

Accordingly, it satisfies the description of a settlement that falls within the description of ‘Self-
Sustaining Town’ in the RSES where catch-up investment is required to balance the high levels of
residential expansion.

The 2030 Rail Network Strategy Review was published in 2011 and its purpose is to provide the
Government with a basis for establishing a strategic policy framework for the future development of
the rail passenger and rail freight sectors in Ireland. The review informs the strategic priorities and
future investment strategy up to 2030 and the outstanding improvements in rail services to County
Offaly include; double tracking from Portarlington to Athlone (2020-2025) and Electrification of Dublin
to Galway line (2025-2030). In light of this, it is recommended to insert the following red text into
Objective TRANS 57 of the draft Plan:

‘Support the maintenance and enhancement of rail infrastructure and associated facilities in County
Laois, particularly the
e Examination of options for how to increase the capacity of the Dublin to Galway line for
example through the provision of a second rail line between Portalington and Athlone’

Both the current Offaly County Development Plan 2014-2020 (as extended) and Draft Offaly County
Development Plan 2021-2027 include protected views and prospects as is legislatively required.
Despite stating that the Wind Energy Strategies for the adjoining counties to Laois were examined as
part of the methodology used in selecting appropriate areas for wind energy development (in Section
4.11 of the Draft Laois County Wind Energy Strategy), it is noted that Map 1.6.5 ‘Wind Energy’
designates an area ‘Open for Consideration’ for wind farm development south of the Offaly- Laois
border on the Laois side which will impact upon a ‘Protected View’ (Ref. No V1 in the current Offaly
County Development Plan) of the Slieve Bloom Mountains from the N80 in the townlands of
Ballynasragh, Pigeonhouse, Killeigh, Derryclure, Derrybeg and Cloncon.

The proximity of this Protected View from the Draft Offaly County Development Plan to the subject
‘Open for Consideration’ area in the Draft Laois Wind Energy Strategy is shown below in Map No. 1.
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Based on the significance of these viewpoints, Offaly County Council respectively request again (as
stated in its previous submission to Laois County Council at pre-draft stage) that the area between
these viewpoints towards the Slieve Bloom Mountains in Co. Laois is classified as an area where wind
energy development will generally be discouraged. In order to ensure a consistent approach across
county boundaries, Offaly County Council requests that Laois County Council considers the Wind
Strategy of Offaly County Council Development Plan 2014-20 20 and the Draft Offaly County
Development Plan 2021-2027, in the preparation of the Wind Strategy for the Laois County
Development Plan.

Offaly County Council respectfully requests that the relevant issues raised above are fully considered
in the CE Report of the submissions on the draft Laois County Development Plan. Please do not
hesitate to contact me if you require clarification of any issues raised in this submission.
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Administrative Officer
Offaly County Council
Planning Section



