
 

LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                             
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2000 (as amended)                                                                                                  

AND                                                                                                                             
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 (as amended)                                                                               

Notice of Proposed Development by Laois County Council 

In accordance with Part XI, Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part VIII, Article 
80 & 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) Laois County Council hereby gives notice of 
its intention to carry out the following Proposed Development: 

Location Nature of Development 

Site of the Fort 
Protector (Part),  
Portlaoise 

There are three specific elements to this Proposal: 
 Refurbishment of the Granary Building (1,800 m2) as a Museum, Exhibition, Indoor 

Performance Space and permanent home for the Portlaoise Plane, 
 Redevelopment of the Old Barracks Site (500m2) as a Flexi-Use Arts, Culture and 

Community Space, 
 Provision of Toilet Facilities to support the Outdoor Performance and Event Space 

(standing capacity 2,000, seated capacity 500)   
 
The Proposal compliments and expands Round 1 and Round 2 Urban Regeneration and 
Development Funding which is targeted towards the development of the Portlaoise Cultural 
Quarter, to support a vibrant town centre and expand visitor attraction, cultural offering and 
presentation of heritage in the northern part of Portlaoise Town Centre. 
  
General Description of Works to be Undertaken: 

 The development of a Museum, Exhibition, Performance and Community Spaces in a 
refurbished Granary Building accessed from Tower Hill, 

 The creation of a suitable display place in the Granary Building for the Portlaoise 
Plane, a key heritage artefact for County Laois, 

 The redevelopment of the Old Barracks site as a Flexi-Use Arts, Culture and 
Community Space, 

 The provision of facilities and services that support the adjoining Outdoor 
Performance and Event Space and the Laois Music Centre, 

 All proposed works to compliment and have regard to the Conservation Plan for the 
Fort Protector, 

 Restructuring and servicing of the Granary Building. 
 
Laois County Council has prepared an pEIA Screening Report in accordance with the requirements of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). Based on this Report, Laois County Council has determined that there 
is no likelihood of significant effects on the environment (Article 120 of Planning and Development Regulations, 
amended 2018).  Accordingly, it has been determined that an EIA is not required in respect of the proposed 
development. 
 
Any person may, from 7th MAY 2026 to 3rd JUNE 2026 inclusive, apply to An Bord Pleanála for a screening 
determination as to whether the development would be likely to have significant effects on the environment.  
 
The proposed development consists of development which materially affects the character of a protected structure, 
the exterior of a structure, which is located within an Architectural Conservation Area. The proposed development 



materially affects the character of the Area concerned. Laois County Council has prepared an Architectural Heritage 
Impact Assessment Report and an Archaeological Impact Assessment Report to advise the proposed development.  

Plans, particulars and indicative images of the proposed development are available for viewing on Laois County 
Council’s online consultation portal at https://consult.laois.ie from 7th MAY 2026 to 3rd JUNE 2026 inclusive.  Plans and 
particulars are also available for inspection at the offices of Laois County Council, Áras an Chontae, JFL Avenue, 
Portlaoise from 7th MAY 2026 to 5th JUNE 2026 inclusive.   
 
Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and the 
sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated, may be made online 
at https://consult.laois.ie 5.00 p.m. on 17th JUNE 2026.  
 
Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and the 
sustainable development of the area in which the development is situated, may also be made in writing to: Simon 
Walton, Director of Services, Laois County Council, Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, to be received not later than 
5.00 p.m. on 17th JUNE, 2026.   
 
Submissions should be clearly marked: FORT PROTECTOR– Part VIII. 
 
Note: Only submissions made in the above manner will be considered as valid submissions for the purposes of the 
Chief Executive’s Report that will be presented to Laois County Council. 
 
Laois County Council is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act. If you consider that any of 
the information supplied by you is either commercially sensitive or confidential in nature, this should be highlighted 
and the reasons for its sensitivity specified. In such cases, the relevant material will, in response to FOI requests, be 
examined in line with exemptions provided for in the FOI Act. 
 
 
 
 
SIMON WALTON 
DIRECTOR OF SERVICES 


